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CONNECT WITH CANDIDATES IN YOUR RIDING- EMAIL TEMPLATE

It is vitally important that individual Canadian voters take action during Election 2015.  Candidates care about what their constituents have to say about issues that are important to them.  This is your chance to make sport, physical activity and recreation an issue that your future Member of Parliament will remember when he/she takes office.  
From the beginning of the election campaign, the Sport Matters Group has asked all parties for their stance on a number of issues that are important to our sector.  We have asked about:
INCREASED INVESTMENT IN HEALTHY, ACTIVE LIVING INITIATIVES – When it comes to improving the health of Canadians and cutting healthcare costs our federal government can take a stronger leadership role by investing more in preventative health care including sport and physical activity. We have asked and received some responses to questions about:

1. Increased investment in prevention measures, specifically those that use sport, physical activity and recreation as a means to accomplish better health care and long term economic benefits

2. If they would commit to a full Minister for Sport and Physical Activity

3. Maintain and/or introduce new tax measures or funding to get more Canadians, more active (eg. Children’s Fitness Tax Credit or Adult Fitness Tax Credit)
 
VIEWS ON SPORT FOR SOCIAL CHANGE – Sport has long been used to accomplish social objectives but more recently many have recognized that used intentionally it can have a significant positive effect on the lives of individuals.  We have asked the parties their positon on doing so in a concerted, funded fashion:  
1. To keep youth out of the justice system
2. To help new Canadians feel part of the community
3. To support the growth and development of First Nations communities through greater access to sport-based educational and social programs
4. To tackle urgent health care issues such as childhood obesity

 

SUPPORT AND CELEBRATE CANADA’S CHAMPIONS –In 2015 the Year of Sport has served to highlight the powerful role that sport plays in enhancing the lives of Canadians of all ages. Communities across Canada have stepped up to host several high-profile national and international sport events, including the 2015 IIHF World Junior Hockey Championship, the Canada Winter Games, FIFA Women’s World Cup and the Toronto 2015 Pan American and Parapan American Games. These and other events have brought community volunteers together in common cause and contributed to our sense of national pride as we encourage our high-performance athletes at these celebrations of sport while instilling a lifelong love of sport and physical activity in our children and youth.
Here’s how we think the federal government can continue to do this:
1. Maintain or increase investment in high performance sport 
2. Strengthen high-performance coaching 

3. Invest in deliberate strategies to increase the pool of athletes with a disability
4. Provide increased support to team sports

5. Invest in research and innovation as it pertains to high performance sport 
 

BUILD SPORT, PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND RECREATION INTO EVERY COMMUNITY – It’s time for a dedicated sport and recreation infrastructure fund in order to deal with the estimated $17 billion deficit that exists today. We have asked for:
1. A dedicated infrastructure fund within the overall infrastructure plans that each party has announced
2. Accessible infrastructure for sport and recreation facilities
SUPPORT FOR HOSTING OF MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS IN CANADA – hosting major sporting events in Canada has its detractors but there are benefits to doing so.  Among them are the facilities that are built, renovated or simply spruced up in order to do host the event.  This has an economic impact for the hosting community since visitors come to the community and spend money while there. In addition, the visibility of high level athletic competition provides motivation to younger generations to take part is sport.  We asked a simple question of the four leading political parties:

1. In principle would your party, if elected, be in favour of providing financial support for bids to host major sporting events in Canada?

If you would like, there is an email template below for you to use.  We recommend that you personalize the email focusing on issues that you care about to demonstrate the need for sufficient federal commitments for sport, physical activity and recreation. You may want to focus on the role that our sector plays in promoting one or more of the following— excellence, health, child/youth development, economic growth, quality of life, a sense of community, safe communities, the integration of new Canadians, volunteerism and social capital, or national identity and pride. 

The text in <RED> is intended as options that you can use to construct your letter. Feel free to adapt the suggestions in the template or compose your own email.   And do let us know how it went:  info@sportmatters.ca or 613-521-9862 ext 3301 or 3302.  
Via Email <see list of candidates email addresses here>

Dear <Insert candidate’s name>:
	As a candidate in the 2015 federal election, you and your party will have a significant bearing on the policies that impact on sport, physical activity and recreation if you are elected. 
	The text in <RED> is where you personalize the letter—choose one of the options provided or insert your own text.

	As a/an <Insert one or more> employee of sport organization; athlete, official; volunteer; coach; parent of (number of kids) who play (specific sport); player/enthusiast, I believe that sport, physical activity and recreation are truly integral to the development of Canadian culture, our people, communities and nation.  I see first-hand how important sport, physical activity and recreation are in developing young people; I understand the importance of sport, physical activity and recreation to our family and to our country. There is overwhelming evidence that sport, physical activity and recreation offer numerous benefits to Canadians, whether it’s the health benefits that accrue to the individual, the long term economic benefits that accrue to our country, the civic and national pride that come from a Canadian standing on a podium, the sheer joy of a child who is able to play his or her sport of choice in an accessible, modern facility or an at-risk child or youth who finds his or her way through involvement in sport.  These are all important outcomes for me and hopefully for you and the <insert federal party name>.


	This section personalizes the email while also outlining the benefits of sport/physical activity and recreation on a macro level.  

	There are also local issues that need addressing too.  I would like to bring to your attention the issue of <Insert> in our community. The <Insert> lack of arena/pool/field/playground/equipment/accessible facilities in our community, hosting of sports events in the community, the use of sport for social objectives, etc is symptomatic of the need for a greater federal commitment to sport and physical activity priorities at a local level. 
	Raise an issue specific to your community, let the candidate know why it is important to you, and ask what the candidate plans to do about it. Relate the issue to the key message—the need for adequate federal investment in sport, physical activity and recreation.

	I would appreciate a response from you regarding what your personal position and your party’s platform are on sport and physical activity and recreation.
	Make sure you ask for a response from the candidate. This will help ensure that our message goes beyond the candidate to the political party. Suggested time frame to do so is one week.



	I hope that our community can count on you to acknowledge the importance of this sector by <Insert your issue> OR by ensuring that your party commits to an adequate investment in sport and physical activity and recreation in the next federal budget.
	Close with an expectation that reiterates your main concern either a local issue, the key message re adequate federal funding, or both.


Sincerely,

Name <Insert>
Organization <Insert>
Contact Info <insert>
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